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Message from the President Allan Carruthers 
As this summer comes 
to an end, fall 2017 has 
given us some record 
breaking warmth.  This 
unseasonable heat gave 
our crops a boost in 
growth and maturity to 
help the later plantings 
as a result of the wet 
spring we had. This 
yearôs weather has been 
one of the most chal-
lenging growing seasons 
for farmers in Ontario.  

Policy reforms are an-
other challenge farmers 
have to manage.  New 
proposed tax changes 
from the federal govern-
ment are a concern.  

OMAFRA and the Minis-
try of Natural Resources 
are consulting on the 
proposed mapping of the 
agricultural system and 
natural heritage system 
which can affect your 
farm business and what 
activities can occur on 
your property.  These 
issues and more are 
making our way of carv-
ing a living in rural On-
tario more difficult every 
day.  

We need to be vocal to 
our levels of government 
and make them realize 
that these proposed 
changes will have some 

detrimental challenges to 
the way we produce food 
and conduct business in 
rural Ontario. We need 
to keep educating by en-
gaging our politicians in 
positive ways to show 
them the importance of 
agriculture in our munici-
palities, our province and 
our country. If any issues 
come up please bring 
them to NFAôs monthly 
meetings or pass them 
along to your local direc-
tors and we can address 
them. Thanks for your 
continued support. 

Bill 148, the Fair Workplaces, Better Jobs Act 

http://www.ontla.on.ca/web/bills/bills_detail.do?locale=en&Intranet=&BillID=4963 

If Bill 148 proceeds as the government has planned, it is esti-
mated it will put about 185,000 jobs at risk in the first two 
years. 
The potential impacts of six key areas of change in Bill 148, 
including changes to minimum wages, ñequal payò provi-
sions, vacation, scheduling, personal emergency leave (PEL) 
and unionization. 
The other areas of concern are that it will cost Ontarioéé 
 

 -$23 billion hit to business over the 
next two years alone 
 -185,000 Ontario jobs will be at im-
mediate risk over the next two years 
 -30,000 of the jobs at risk are youth    
under 25 
 -96,000 employees at risk are expected 
to be women 
 -50 per cent increase to inflation for 

this year and the 
foreseeable future. The cost of everyday consumer goods and 
services will go up by $1,300 per household on average each 
and every year 
 -The Ontario government would need to borrow $440 mil-
lion more to cover the increases in new costs from this   legis-
lation. If the government were to provide offsets to business-
es, as they have indicated, the provinceôs treasury will take a 
bigger hit 
 -Municipalities will be forced to increase employee wages by 
$500 million without additional offsetting revenues 
The bill will cause imminent hardship to Agriculture in the 
Fruit and Vegetable and Horticulture sectors. 
The OFA continues to work with the Government expressing 
its concerns and conveying to them impact this bill will have. 
 
Bruce Buttar,  OFA director Zone 12 

Notes from  

Allan 

N ews &  N otes  
W o r k i n g  f o r  a  V i b r a n t  a n d  I n n o v a t i v e  A g r i c u l t u r e  I n d u s t r y   

Have a safe  

Harvest 
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First Annual Municipal Farm Tour 

NFA Directors 2017 
 

President 
Allan Carruthers - Haldimand 
905-376-5049 
carruthersallan@gmail.com 
 
Past President 
Arlene Dorland - Brighton 
613-475-0891 
adorland@xplornet.ca 
 
Vice President  Martin Opsteen 
613-475-2448 
martyopsteen@xplornet.com 
 
OFA Director  Bruce Buttar 
905-342-2019 
happyus@xplornet.ca 
 
PAC Member  
Campbellford/Seymour 
Gene Brahaney 
705-653-1039 
helenbrahaney@gmail.com 
 
Alnwick/Haldimand -  
Lyle Gallagher 
905-375-7057 
W.lyle.gallagher@gmail.ca 
 
Cramahe - Ashley Greenly 
905-375-3214 
Ashley.ireland@live.com 
 
Hamilton - Paul Burnham 
905-372-8263 
burnham.market@sympatico.ca 
 
Port Hope - Ian Sculthorpe 
905-377-5520 
ian.sculthorpe@hotmail.com 
 
Quinte West - Gord Sharpe 
613-848-1632 
gsharpe@xplornet.com  
 
Trent Hills - Terry Linton 
705-924-2791 
terrylinton@hotmail.com 
 
Directors at Large 
 
Marvin McComb 905-344-7415 
mrshcrft@hotmail.com 
 
Sid Atkinson 705-924-2145 
sid.atkinson@xplornet.com 
 
Amy Petherick 705-632-1067 
amy.petherick@gmail.com 
 
Glen Milne 705-653-4534 
milbrae@outlook.com 
 
Pat Johnston 905-344-7845 
patricia.johnstonpm@gmail.com 
 
Doug Gray 905-344-1100 
dbgray@xplornet.ca  
 
OFA Members Service Rep 
Resi Walt 613-847-3037 
resi.walt@ofa.on.ca 
 
Northumberland County Rep 
Trissia Mellor, Ag Manager 
905-372-3329 ext. 6492 
mellort@northumberlandcounty.ca 

On August 11 NFA had the opportunity to host 
municipal reps for our first ever Municipal Farm 
Tour.  Mayors and CAOôs from Northumber-
land County spent the day learning about agri-
culture in this county they represent.  The Dor-
land dairy farm showed them how internet ser-
vice is very vital to many parts of the operation.  
Pipercreek beef farm was a great example of effi-
cient pasture management and how valuable 
every square foot of land production is.   Lunch 
was held at the privately owned sports fields in 
Castleton.  Our last stop was at the Dejong farms 
where the example of natural gas expansion 
could reduce road maintenance.  Feedback from 

this event was very positive, many expressing not having had the opportunity to see this industry so up close 
and personal.   

We are appreciative this level of government took the time from their busy schedules to see first hand the way 
these operations work and how local government may be able to set policies and take advantage of opportuni-
ties to keep agriculture sustainable in this county.  Continued dialog will help all to understand different per-
spectives and the challenges faced so we can work in a collaborative way.  

Back in August, NFA organized a great day of farm touring for all of North-
umberlandôs municipal councillors. The goal is to get municipal councillors 
more informed about agriculture in Northumberland County, so that they 
can make educated decisions, especially when policy will affect the agriculture 
community. The feedback from those who attended was that they learned a 
lot and enjoyed the day. Even those with an agriculture background could say 
the same. I always enjoy a good farm tour! Congratulations to NFA on organ-
izing this event and thank you to all the farms who hosted us for the day. 

 

This year, the Hastings County Plowing Match & Farm Show was in Quinte 
West at the farm of Jim and Janet Sandercock, on August 23 and 24. It was 

great to see everyone who stopped by the OFA tent, and a special thank you to all of the Directors and com-
mittee members from Northumberland who helped with the booth. Congratulations to Nancy Dejong of 
Northumberland who was the winner of a fire extinguisher. 

 The launch of FARM 911: The Emily Project was a huge success. We are so grateful to the Hastings 
County Plowing Match & Farm Show for allowing us to use their venue. It was the perfect place to share the 
project with the community. Thank you to the Trudeau family for courageously sharing their story in the 
hopes that no one else has to go through the same pain. Their daughter Emily was lost in a farm accident and 
one of the factors in the accident was that the first responders lost time finding Emily due to there not being 
a civic address at the farm property. 

 FARM 911 is an awareness campaign and we want to encourage farmers to order civic addresses for 
your farm field entrances. We believe that having your farm in the emergency response system, will speed up 
the time it takes first responders to find you in the case of an accident. Contact your municipality and they 
will start the process with you. Please be advised there will be a fee, but this is money well spent.  

 NFA is putting together a fantastic evening for their Annual General Meeting. I am looking forward 
to hearing Dan Needles speak and hope to see many members there! 

 Finally, congratulations to Bruce Buttar on another term as Director for zone 12, covering North-
umberland, Hastings, Prince Edward, Lennox and Addington. Thank you to Bruce for all of your work as 
Director on the board of the Ontario Federation of Agriculture. 

Be Social 

Like us on Facebook: 

ñOFA in Hastings, Prince Ed-
ward, Northumberland, L& Aò  
Find it by searching 

@OFAzone12 

Resiõs Report OFA Member Service Rep  

Reduced paper modeé. Email for everyone 
In an effort to save paper and cut down on postage costs, you will be receiving your newsletter via email only now, if 
you have registered that contact information with the OFA.  For those without email addressô they will still receive a 
paper copy.  Please take a moment to make sure your information up to date with OFA & Agricorp so you donôt miss 
this newsletter publication.   
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Revisions to the Ontario Wildlife 
Damage Compensation Program 
This program provides compensation for losses due to 
wildlife predators.  Updates to the program came into ef-
fect January 1, 2017 and a list of what is new and what is 
not can be found on the OFA web site at the link below. 
https://ofa.on.ca/issues/additional-information/omafra-presentation-ontario-
wildlife-damage-compensation-program-updates 

Mud Is Your Responsibility 

With the excessive precipitation this year there was an in-
creased amount of mud.  According to the highway traffic act 
farmers are responsible for anything left on the road and all 
must be reminded that clean up has to be part of the job.  The 
following are excerpts from the highway traffic act: 

If mud, etc. deposited on the roads by from farm equipment coming out of fields was found to be 
the cause of an accident, the person responsible for it could be sued for damages. As well, one 
could read section 180 as including mud deposited on the roads.  

Littering highway prohibited 
180 Every person who throws or deposits or causes to be deposited any glass, nails, tacks or 
scraps of metal or any rubbish, refuse, waste or litter upon, along or adjacent to a highway, except 
in receptacles provided for the purpose, is guilty of the offence of littering the highway.  R.S.O. 
1990, c. H.8, s. 180. 

Deposit of snow on roadway 
181 No person shall deposit snow or ice on a roadway without permission in writing so to do from 
the Ministry or the road authority responsible for the maintenance of the road.  R.S.O. 1990, c. H.8, 
s. 181. 

Road Safety Reminders 
Many farmers have struggled with the increased traffic on the roads that surround the farms used almost daily.  It is never a 
bad time to go over road safety so everyone sharing the highway can do so without incidents.  The MTO has a great docu-
ment that we all should take some time to read.   http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/trucks/pdfs/farm-guide-farm-equipment-on-the-highway.pdf 

CŀǊƳƭŀƴŘ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎ [ŜǘΩǎ ¢ŀƭƪ !ōƻǳǘ CŀǊƳƛƴƎ ƻƴ wŜƴǘŜŘ [ŀƴŘΦ 

²ƘȅΚ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎŎǊǳǝƴȅ ƻŦ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ 
ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΩǎ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǝǾŜ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǎƻƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎǝƭƭ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƘƛƎƘ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ǘǊŜƳŜƴŘƻǳǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ Lƴ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΣ ƻǾŜǊ 
ор҈ όп Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŀŎǊŜǎύ ƻŦ ŦŀǊƳƭŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƴǘŀƭ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΦ [ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǊƳƭŀƴŘ ǊŜƴǘŀƭ ǊŀǘŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻŀǊŜŘ 
ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǇǊƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǳƴǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΦ 

.ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΚ  9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƴǘŜŘ ƭŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ǎŀƳŜ ƭƻƴƎ-ǘŜǊƳ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǝǾŜ ŀǎ ƭŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŦŀǊƳŜǊ-ƻǿƴŜŘΦ CƻǊ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΣ ǎƘƻǊǘ-ǘŜǊƳ ǊŜƴǘŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘǎ ŎƻƴƅƛŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƛƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ōŜƴŜŬǘǎ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ 

!ƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŀƴŘƭƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƴǝƴƎ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀƴ ŜǾŜǊ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǊƻƭŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ 
ƻŦ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ǇŀǊǝŜǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǇǝƻƴǎΦ 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻǇƛŎ Ǝƻ ǘƻΥ ƘǧǇΥκκŦŀǊƳƭŀƴŘŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎΦŎŀκŦŀǊƳƭŀƴŘ-ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎκ  ! ƎǊŜŀǘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ōȅ 
CŀǊƳ ϧ CƻƻŘŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ CŀǊƳƭŀƴŘ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜŎƪƭƛǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘƻǿƴŜǊǎΦ 

DO YOU KNOW A YOUNG FARMER? 
OYFF attracts some of the brightest and most innovative young 
farmers (age18-40) from across the province for a 2-day forum in 
conjunction with the Ontario Federation of Agriculture (OFA) 
annual meeting and convention. 

Register By October 18th! 

2017 Ontario Young Farmersô Forum ñGrow Ontarioò 

November 19-20 

Delta Hotels by Marriott, 655 Dixon 
Rd, Toronto 

Contact your local NFA director for 
sponsorship to this event. 

https://ofa.on.ca/issues/additional-information/omafra-presentation-ontario-wildlife-damage-compensation-program-updates
https://ofa.on.ca/issues/additional-information/omafra-presentation-ontario-wildlife-damage-compensation-program-updates
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/trucks/pdfs/farm-guide-farm-equipment-on-the-highway.pdf
http://farmlandagreements.ca/farmland-agreements/


Save the date! 

The NFA Annual Banquet  

Will be held on Friday, October 27, 2017 @ 7pm 

Dinner will be at the Alderville Community Center,  

11696 Line Rd. 2, Roseneath, ON 

  Cost is $20 per person.   

Keynote Speaker Dan Needles Playwright of the popular 
Wingfield Series  

Please contact your local director to get your tickets so we can have an  

accurate count for food preparation.  

See you there for this special event.                             

Contact: Lisa Meekes 
Secretary-Treasurer/Newsletter Editor 

1246 Dingman Rd 
Castleton, ON 

K0K1M0 
Phone: 905-344-7419 

E-mail: nfa.lisam@gmail.com 

N ORTHUMBERLAND  
FEDERATION  OF 
A GRICULTURE  

Gadgets  
Digital resource that you may find useful. 

 DǊŀǎǎƭŀƴŘŜǊ 
was conceived by the Ontario Soil and Crop 

Improvement Association to 
provide an accessible and easy 
online platform for Ontario 
farmers to help contribute to 
grassland bird conservation 
efforts.  GrassLander engages 

farmers as the on-the-ground eyes and ears 
for grassland bird research, recording 
sightings of the Eastern Meadowlark and 
Bobolink, two grassland bird species at risk. 
Farmers across Ontario are using 
GrassLander to track grassland bird activities 
and farming practices.  

http://ontariosoilcrop.org 

Weõre on the web 

www.ofa.on.ca/about/

county -federation -sites/

northumberland.aspx  

NFA  

Federal Tax Changes 
Tell your MP the proposed tax changes will be devastating to the estimated 25% of 
farm businesses in Ontario and Canada that are incorporated. The federal Department 
of Finance has plans to overhaul the private corporation tax system in Canada. If your 
farm is incorporated, these changes will have a significant impact on your farm ï in-
creasing accounting and succession planning fees and severely limiting farm transfer 
options to the next generation. 

The Ontario Federation of Agriculture is working with the business community to 
prevent the implementation of these changesébut we need your help! 

�� We need to act now ï public consultations on these tax changes are open 
until October 2 

�� If approved, the proposed changes would go into effect on January 1, 2018 

Add your voice today. Send a letter to your MP, Minister of Finance and the Prime 
Minister. Thank you for your support of Canadian farm families. 

To read more about this draft legislation and to send a form  
letter go to: http://actnow.ofa.on.ca/ 

Back to SchoolðCheck out   AgScape  educate + inspire     www.agscape.ca 

Our neighbour Durham county, has a teacher who has been recognized for teaching students about the 
importance of agriculture.  Brooklin high school science teacher Nicole Swain received her AgScape  

Teacher Recognition Award September 12, in partnership with Canadaôs Outdoor Farm Show. 

Swain teaches biology and environmental studies to Grades 9-12 students with the Durham District 
School Board. Sheôs also a beef and cash crop farmer with her husband Scott.  Outside of her class-
room, Swain developed the Durham Farm Connections High School Program to lead high school 
students through interactive, science-based agricultural topics. She encourages other science teachers to 
teach about agricultural sciences, and co-manages the Agriculture Specialist High Skills Major program 
to help students explore career opportunities and coordinate co-op placements within the agriculture 
industry. 

AgScape presents an annual award to an Ontario teacher to acknowledge an individualôs outstanding 
efforts to bring ag literacy alive in the classroom.  Wouldnôt it be great to recognize a teacher in our 
county?  Pass this info along to teachers you know and encourage them to check out the Agscape web 
site for free resources about agriculture.   

U-Pac Agri ServiceðRecycle Your Bale Wrap! 
Farmers can now get paid to recycle their bale wrap thanks to Lynn Leavitt from 
Picton, ON. who has developed a portable compactor that they can afford.  His 
goal was to make the plastic pay for itôs trip to the recycle centre, give the farmer a 
little money for their efforts and keep the plastic out of landfills.  He received the 
Premierôs Award for Agri-food innovation in 2016 and this year marks the first for 
farmers receiving cheques for their waste.   Another great example of farmers  
caring for the environment in a responsible way.   

Check out his facebook page U-Pac Agri Service 

Lisa 

http://ontariosoilcrop.org/
http://www.ofa.on.ca/about/county-federation-sites/northumberland.aspx
http://www.ofa.on.ca/about/county-federation-sites/northumberland.aspx
http://www.ofa.on.ca/about/county-federation-sites/northumberland.aspx

