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Message from the President Allan Carruthers 

As the summer of 2016 passes, 
the heat and lack of moisture 
has the farmers of Ontario, 
especially eastern Ontario, 
concerned.  Hay crops, corn 
crops, both for silage and 
grain, have suffered with a sub-
stantial yield loss.  Southern 
Ontario conservation authori-
ties have placed water response 
alerts at a level two which 
meant voluntary reduction of 
twenty percent water use.  In 
Northumberland county, 
northeast parts were close if 
not in a level three water re-
sponse status where supply no 
longer meets demand and man-

datory restriction could be 
enacted.  Water courses, 
ponds, swamps and wells have 
dried up.  This drought has 
placed eastern Ontario farmers 
with some rather unique choic-
es; sell there animals or buy 
expensive hay! As the calendar 
passes into the fall and we see 
some rainfall, it has come too 
late for some crops and others 
have had some friendly show-
ers to keep looking good.  

With the arrival of fall also 
comes the fall fair schedule.  
Please plan on attending them 
to support the community and 
the young kids that have 4H 

projects, showcasing future  
young farmers and young lead-
ers.   

At this time I would like to 
thank all of Northumberland 
county OFA directors for their 
help in promoting agriculture 
this year and special thanks to 
our new member services rep 
Resi Walt.  If you have any 
agricultural issues needing our 
assistance please feel free to 
contact any one of your direc-
tors that are here to serve you 
the members. 

Tuesday August 9 was the third annual OFA field day where we 
invite MPPS ,their staff and other provincial dignitaries to a real 
farm experience in an effort to raise their awareness of Ontario agri-
culture.  This year’s event was held at King Cole Ducks in Newmar-
ket at totally integrated state of the art facility demonstrating top-
notch Agricultural production in Ontario.  The day was well attend-
ed by MPP`s and their staff representing all three political parties. 
They were treated to a tour of the facility and a scrumptious lunch 
featuring of coarse Ontario duck.  All present were very impressed 
with the King Cole facility and it gave OFA an opportunity to talk 
to the politicians on the benefits of supporting Agriculture. 

We believe the best outcomes arise from collaboration, and OFA 
regularly works across multiple ministries, with our county federa-
tions, Chambers of Commerce, farm organizations, environmental 
groups, other non-profit organizations and coalitions to secure ben-
eficial public investment and policies to grow our sector, sustaina-
bly.  There are dozens of important issues affecting our farm busi-
nesses at any point in time but the ones stressed at this year’s field 
day were 

INVEST IN FARMBUSINESS SUCCESS. The next Agricultural 
Policy Framework will establish the fiscal plan for agricultural pro-
grams starting in 2018. Experience has shown that public invest-
ment in risk management, agronomic research and environmental 

initiatives pays dividends. OFA strongly encourages Ontario to ac-
tively support a progressive and supportive policy framework to 
ensure a healthy and competitive Ontario farm and food sector. 

CLIMATE CHANGEACTION PLAN. Agriculture is part of the 
climate change solution. Farmers are already taking measures to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Continued low-carbon technology 
and development is important and Ontario farmers are eager to 
adopt these technologies that can turn the products we produce 
into renewable energy, biofuels, biodegradable plastics and so much 
more. OFA has been a strong advocate for recognizing agriculture as 
contributing to climate solutions, including an opportunity to par-
ticipate in a carbon offset system. 

INFRASTRUCTURE. Farms and rural businesses depend on 
modern infrastructure to grow and prosper. This includes the tradi-
tional roads and bridges, and further extends to broadband and 
natural gas infrastructure to keep our businesses in touch and com-
petitive. We applaud the recent announcements on these issues and 
look forward to helping to roll infrastructure investment out across 
rural Ontario. 

The OFA field day is an important event in our interaction with 
provincial politicians and look forward to next year’s event. 

Bruce Buttar, OFA Provincial Director Zone 12 

Notes from  

Allan  Have a safe  

  Harvest 

OFA FIELD DAY 2016 
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NFA Directors 2016 

 

President 
Allan Carruthers - Haldimand 
905-376-5049 
carruthersallan@gmail.com 
 
Past President 
Arlene Dorland - Brighton 
613-475-0891 
adorland@xplornet.ca 
 
Vice President  Pat Johnston 
905-344-7845 
pat.johnston@xplornet.ca 
 
OFA Director  Bruce Buttar 
905-342-2019 
happyus@xplornet.ca 
 
PAC Member  
Campbellford/Seymour 
Gene Brahaney 
705-653-1039 
helenbrahaney@gmail.com 
 
Hamilton - Paul Burnham 
905-372-8263 
burnham.market@sympatico.ca 
 
Alnwick - Lyle Gallagher 
905-375-7057 
W.lyle.gallagher@gmail.ca 
 
Hope - Ian Sculthorpe 
905-377-5520 
ian.sculthorpe@hotmail.com 
 
Murray - Jeff Harrison 
613-392-2606 
jeff.harrisonFarms@plantpioneer.com 

 
Percy - Terry Linton 
705-924-2791 
terrylinton@hotmail.com 
 
Directors at Large 
 
Marvin McComb 905-344-7415 
mrshcrft@hotmail.com 
 
Sid Atkinson 705-924-2145 
sid.atkinson@xplornet.com 
 
Amy Petherick 705-632-1067 
amy.petherick@gmail.com 
 
Glen Milne 705-653-4534 
milbrae@xplornet.ca  
 
Martin Opsteen 613-475-2448 
martyopsteen@xplornet.com 
 
OFA Members Service Rep 
Resi Walt 613-847-3037 
resi.walt@ofa.on.ca 
 
Northumberland County Rep 
Trissia Mellor, Ag Manager 
905-372-3329 ext. 6492 
mellort@northumberlandcounty.ca 

OFA Farm Gate Challenge  
The OFA Farm Gate Challenge encourages OFA members to deco-
rate their farm gate while promoting OFA’s 80th anniversary. Create 
a beautification display using any OFA items, snap a photo, com-
plete the contest form and send it in. First place will be awarded $1,000, while second place receives 
$500 and third place will receive $250.  

Check out this link to get more details. www.ofa.on.ca/farmgatechallenge 

Warkworth Fall Fair September 09-11 2016  

http://warkworthfair.com/ 

Port Hope Fair September 16-18 2016 
http://www.porthopefair.com/ 

Roseneath Fall Fair September 23-25, 2016 
http://www.roseneathfair.com/ 

Resiõs Report OFA Member Service Rep  

Regulations, regulations, and more regulations. We’re all getting used to the in-
creasingly regulated nature of the agriculture industry, but instead of just putting up 
with it, why don’t we do something about it?  The government is providing a forum 
to comment on regulations that we as OFA members feel are impacting our business-
es.   It’s called The Red Tape Challenge, and it’s an open, public review to allow for 
comments and suggestions on existing regulations. Under the food processing sec-
tion, there are 171 regulations open to review, many of which impact OFA members.  

I encourage you, please take time to check this out and see what kind of constructive criticism you can 
offer. If we don’t speak up now, then we can’t complain that our voices are never heard. Here is an oppor-
tunity so let’s use it!  All your feedback is provided in an online form. Start by selecting one of three op-
tions on a regulation to keep it the same, improve it or eliminate it. A comment box is available for feed-
back, input and suggestions. The current regulations are open for public feedback until September 30. 

First, visit the site at ontario.ca/redtapechallenge  

Second, do some browsing and check out the different categories 

Third, the most relevant section to you will probably be the “Food marketing” section 

Fourth, you will be asked to create an account before you can submit a comment 

Fifth, submit a comment that is carefully written and offers constructive feedback 

And finally, spread the word! We only have until the end of September to get comments in. 

The government will publically release their final report detailing the consultation’s findings on  

March 31, 2017. 

Fall Fairs  

Before You Harvest contact Agricorp! 
If you intend to harvest damaged or stressed grain corn as silage or green chop, 
contact Agricorp so they can send out an insurance adjuster. They will contact 
you within 48 hours to arrange an inspection of the damage for claim purposes 

and to explain how your coverage works. The sooner they inspect the crop and explain the options, the better. 
This allows time for you to assess the situation and make any necessary arrangements for your crop.  
http://www.agricorp.com/SiteCollectionDocuments/PI-Featuresheet-
HarvestingDamagedOrStressedGrainCorn-en.pdf 

http://www.ofa.on.ca/80thanniversary
https://talks.ontario.ca/redtapechallenge
http://www.agricorp.com/SiteCollectionDocuments/PI-Featuresheet-HarvestingDamagedOrStressedGrainCorn-en.pdf
http://www.agricorp.com/SiteCollectionDocuments/PI-Featuresheet-HarvestingDamagedOrStressedGrainCorn-en.pdf
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We are in reduced paper mode…. 
Email for everyone 

In an effort to save paper and cut down on postage costs, you will 
be receiving your newsletter via email only now, if you have regis-
tered that contact information with the OFA.  For those without 
email addressô they will still receive a paper copy.  Please take a 
moment to make sure you have your updated email address with 
OFA.  Lets all do our part.   

Lisa Meekes nfa.lisam@gmail.com 

Northumberland Cattlemen  
22st Annual Steer Show 

Sun. Sept. 25th 
At the Roseneath  

Fair Grounds 
Viewing at 9:30am  
Judging at 10:00am  
Auction to follow 

 
We hope to see you all there. 

Thank you for your past and continued support. Northumberland Farmers Inducted to Wall of Fame 
The Annual induction ceremony will take place Sept. 18  at 
Farmtown Park in Sterling, honoring Northumberland farmers 
Howard & Cathy McCann.  The ceremony runs from 2:00-
4:00pm and admission includes a museum tour and refresh-
ments.  The Quinte Agricultural Wall of Fame ceremony usually 
draws between 150 and 200 people.   

Farmers Need, Want Mental Health Help: Survey June 28, 2016 -News Release 

CŀǊƳŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŦǊƻƳ 
ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ DǳŜƭǇƘΦ  {ǘǊŜǎǎΣ ŀƴȄƛŜǘȅΣ ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ŜƳƻǝƻƴŀƭ ŜȄƘŀǳǎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ōǳǊƴƻǳǘ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ 
ŀƳƻƴƎ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŬƴŘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǎƘƻǿΦ  !ǎ ǿŜƭƭΣ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ 
ƳƻǊŜ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜΦ 

tǊƻŦΦ !ƴŘǊƛŀ WƻƴŜǎ-.ƛǧƻƴΣ ŀ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ tƻǇǳƭŀǝƻƴ aŜŘƛŎƛƴŜΣ ŀƴŀƭȅȊŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ 
мΣмлл ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ƴŀǝƻƴǿƛŘŜ ǘƻ ŀƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅΣ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎ 
ŦǊƻƳ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмр ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΦ  ά{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƭƛǧƭŜ Řƻǳōǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ƨƻō ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳΣέ WƻƴŜǎ-.ƛǧƻƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ  άhƴŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǾƛƴŎƛōƭŜΣ ōǳǘ 
ǿŜ ŦŜŜƭ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜΦΩ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǳǇǎŜǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ L ŘǊŜŀƳŜŘ ƻŦ 
ς ƭƻǾŜΣ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŀǊƳ ς ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ L ŦŜŜƭ ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳŜŘΣ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŘΦΩέ 

¢ƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ пр ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀŘ ƘƛƎƘ ǎǘǊŜǎǎΦ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ру ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŜŘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǾŀǊȅƛƴƎ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ŀƴȄƛŜǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ор ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ  hǾŜǊŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘǿƻ ǘƻ ŦƻǳǊ ǝƳŜǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ 
ǘƘŀƴ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ bƻǊǿŀȅΣ WƻƴŜǎ-.ƛǧƻƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ  hǘƘŜǊ ǎƛƎƴǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ 
ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ŀǊŜ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎΣ ǎƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘΦ  CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ƘŀŘ ƘƛƎƘ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ŜƳƻǝƻƴŀƭ 
ŜȄƘŀǳǎǝƻƴ όоу ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘύ ŀƴŘ ŎȅƴƛŎƛǎƳ όпо ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘύΦ 

!ƴŘ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜΣ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊƭȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎΣ ƛǎ ƭƻǿŜǊ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘǿƻ-ǘƘƛǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀπ
ǝǾŜ ¦Φ{Φ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǝƻƴΦ  LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ƛƴ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ŀ ǎǝƎƳŀ ƛǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘΣ WƻƴŜǎ-.ƛǧƻƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

{ƻ ƛǘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ пл ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ŦŜŜƭ ǳƴŜŀǎȅ ƎŜǩƴƎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƘŜƭǇ άōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ 
ǘƘƛƴƪΦέ 

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ом ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘ ǎŀƛŘ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƘŜƭǇ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎǝƎƳŀǝȊŜ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ CŜǿŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŀƭŦ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǎǳǇπ
ǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΦ  !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǝƳŜΣ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ-ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅŜŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ƛƴ ǝƳŜǎ 
ƻŦ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜƪ ƻǳǘ ǎǳŎƘ ƘŜƭǇΦ  WƻƴŜǎ-.ƛǧƻƴ ǎŜŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎΣ 
ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝǾŜǎΣ ǾŜǘŜǊƛƴŀǊƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜΣ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ŀ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
ŦƻǊ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŘƛǎǘǊŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǎǝƎƳŀ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƛƴ 
hƴǘŀǊƛƻΩǎ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǎŜŎǘƻǊΦ  ά²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ άCŀǊƳŜǊǎ ǿŀƴǘ ƘŜƭǇΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ǿŀȅǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ƛǘΦέ 

WƻƴŜǎ-.ƛǧƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ ±ŜǘŜǊƛƴŀǊȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ !²!wн9 ƎǊƻǳǇ ς ŀƴ ŀŎǊƻƴȅƳ ŦƻǊ !ŘǾŀƴŎƛƴƎ ²ŜƭƭƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ wŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ 
τ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǾŜǘŜǊƛƴŀǊƛŀƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƻǇŜ ƎǊŜǿ ŀǎ ƛǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ 

OAFE is updating it’s logo after 25 years.   

Check out their web site for all the latest 
info and share the link with all of the edu-

cators in your world. 

www.agscape.ca 
  



Save the date! 

The NFA Annual Banquet  

Will be held on Friday, October 14, 2016 @ 7pm 

Dinner will be at the ñGathering Placeò in St. Paulôs United Church hall, 
side entrance on Centre St. in Warkworth.  Cost is $12.50 per person.   

Please contact your local director to get your tickets so we can have an  

accurate count for food preparation. See you there.                          

Lisa      Contact: Lisa Meekes 
Secretary-Treasurer/Newsletter Editor 

1246 Dingman Rd 
Castleton, ON 

K0K1M0 
Phone: 905-344-7419 

E-mail: nfa.lisam@gmail.com 

NORTHUMBERLAND  
FEDERATION  OF 
AGRICULTURE  

Gadgets 
Digital resource that you  

may find useful. 
 

Evernote - 
Stay organized  
Evernote take 

notes, audio clips, 
create to-do lists, 

and save things you find online 
into Evernote. Sync everything 

between your phone, tablet, and 
computer automatically and all 
are searchable 

to find. 
 
  

Weõre on the web 

www.ofa.on.ca/about/

county -federation -sites/

northumberland.aspx  

NFA  
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Network Statistics 

Droughts in Ontario 1997-2007 
1997: dry conditions at critical periods forced Ottawa Valley farmers to use feed reserves for cattle or 
sell off about a third of their herd. Overall most farms experienced grain yields that were about half 
their normal amount, and much was harvested early. 

1998: Driest year on record for Ontario boreal forests; third driest 12 month period in 51 years for the 
Great Lakes/St. Lawrence region. Grand River water levels fell to lowest levels in 40 years. 

1999: groundwater levels in the Grand River basin fell to lowest mark in 130 years. 

2001: Lakes region experienced the driest summer in 54 years of record. Some of the best farm land 
in Canada (lying between Windsor and Kitchener) suffered the driest 8 weeks on record. Almost all 
Ontario crops suffered huge losses due to drought. 

2002: of rain created drought issues for second summer in a row. For Sarnia, London, Kitchener and 
Waterloo, among others it was the driest August and driest month on record. Toronto (Pearson Air-
port) recorded the driest August since 1937. In urban areas, the lack of precipitation ravaged thou-
sands of trees, with many dying or having increased incidence of pest attack or disease. 

2007: late summer, watersheds of seven conservation authorities were in a Level II low water condi-
tion. May through August rainfall was down an average of 37 per cent from 30 year averages result-
ing in significant yield reductions in soybean and other crops. Spencer Creek, a cold water stream 
tributary of Hamilton Harbour went completely dry in the fall. The Greater Toronto Area experienced 
its driest year on record. 

From ecoissues.ca 
Departure from  

Average Precipitation 
April 1—August 4  

Look for this logo to identify a new campaign to raise aware-
ness and to build public trust in food and modern farming 
in Canada. 

 Show your support and go to this link to learn more.  
www.realagriculture.com/2016/08/tag-youre-it-campaign-
urges-action-to-raise-ag-awareness/ 

According to Dave 
Phillips, senior 
climatologist at 

Environment Cana-
da,  Aug. 10 

marked the driest 
100 days in the 

Toronto area on 
record, going back 

to the 1930s. 

http://www.ofa.on.ca/about/county-federation-sites/northumberland.aspx
http://www.ofa.on.ca/about/county-federation-sites/northumberland.aspx
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https://www.realagriculture.com/2016/08/tag-youre-it-campaign-urges-action-to-raise-ag-awareness/C:/Users/Lisa/Documents/iT%201.tmp

