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Message from the President Allan Carruthers

As the summer of 2016 passes,
the heat and lack of moisture
has the farmers of Ontario,
especially eastern Ontario,
concerned. Hay crops, corn
crops, both for silage and
grain, have suffered with a sub-
stantial yield loss. Southern
Ontario conservation authori-
ties have placed water response
alerts at a level two which
meant voluntary reduction of
twenty percent water use. In
Northumberland county,
northeast parts were close if

datory restriction could be
enacted. Water courses,
ponds, swamps and wells have
dried up. This drought has
placed eastern Ontario farmers
with some rather unique choic-
es; sell there animals or buy
expensive hay! As the calendar
passes into the fall and we see
some rainfall, it has come too
late for some crops and others
have had some friendly show-
ers to keep looking good.

With the arrival of fall also

comes the fall fair schedule.

not in a level three water re-
sponse status where supply no
longer meets demand and man-

Please plan on attending them
to support the community and
the young kids that have 4H

Not es

Tuesday August 9 was the third annual OFA field day where we
invite MPPS ,their staff and other provincial dignitaries to a real
farm experience in an effort to raise their awareness of Ontario agri-
culture. This year’s event was held at King Cole Ducks in Newmar-
ket at totally integrated state of the art facility demonstrating top-

notch Agricultural production in Ontario. The day was well attend-

ed by MPP"s and their staff representing all three political parties.
They were treated to a tour of the facility and a scrumptious lunch
featuring of coarse Ontario duck. All present were very impressed
with the King Cole facility and it gave OFA an opportunity to talk
to the politicians on the benefits of supporting Agriculture.

We believe the best outcomes arise from collaboration, and OFA
regularly works across multiple ministries, with our county federa-
tions, Chambers of Commerce, farm organizations, environmental
groups, other non-profit organizations and coalitions to secure ben-
eficial public investment and policies to grow our sector, sustaina-
bly. There are dozens of important issues affecting our farm busi-
nesses at any point in time but the ones stressed at this year’s field
day were

INVEST IN FARMBUSINESS SUCCESS. The next Agricultural
Policy Framework will establish the fiscal plan for agricultural pro-
grams starting in 2018. Experience has shown that public invest-

ment in risk management, agronomic research and environmental

projects, showcasing future Inside this issue:

young farmers and young lead-
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initiatives pays dividends. OFA strongly encourages Ontario to ac-
tively support a progressive and supportive policy framework to
ensure a healthy and competitive Ontario farm and food sector.

CLIMATE CHANGEACTION PLAN. Agriculture is part of the
climate change solution. Farmers are already taking measures to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Continued low-carbon technology
and development is important and Ontario farmers are eager to
adopt these technologies that can turn the products we produce
into renewable energy, biofuels, biodegradable plastics and so much
more. OFA has been a strong advocate for recognizing agriculture as
contributing to climate solutions, including an opportunity to par-
ticipate in a carbon offset system.

INFRASTRUCTURE. Farms and rural businesses depend on
modern infrastructure to grow and prosper. This includes the tradi-
tional roads and bridges, and further extends to broadband and
natural gas infrastructure to keep our businesses in touch and com-
petitive. We applaud the recent announcements on these issues and
look forward to helping to roll infrastructure investment out across
rural Ontario.

The OFA field day is an important event in our interaction with
provincial politicians and look forward to next year’s event.

Bruce Buttar, OFA Provincial Director Zone 12
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Regulations, regulations, and more regulations. We're all getting used to the in-
creasingly regulated nature of the agriculture industry, but instead of just putting up
with it, why don’t we do something about it? The government is providing a forum

NFA Direct or s t@cOmménton regulations that we as OFA members feel are impacting our business-
_ es. It’s called The Red Tape Challenge, and it’s an open, public review to allow for
i Ir Ie Z :1 d (é 2 tr H au e s d c.()mments and suggestion§ on existing regt.llations. Under t.he food processing sec-
903760409 tion, there are 171 regulations open to review, many of which impact OFA members.
carruthersallan@g nl%ﬂcé)u‘raﬁeoygh, please take time to check this out and see what kind of constructive criticism you can
Past President offer. If we don’t speak up now, then we can’t complain that our voices are never heard. Here is an oppor-
Arl ene D8rl ghton tunitysolet’s useit! Allyour feedback is provided in an online form. Start by selecting one of three op-
61876891 v y P Y ¢ P
adorl and @ plornet tions on a regulation to keep it the same, improve it or eliminate it. A comment box is available for feed-
back, input and suggestions. The current regulations are open for public feedback until September 30.
p gg g p p P
Vice President Pal;. Jo.hﬂston .
90842845 irst, visit the site at ontario.ca/redtapechallenge
pat.johnston@xpl or®hd doRome browsing and check out the different categories
OFA Director B r u cEhird the mest relevant section to you will probably be the “Food marketing” section
90842019 . .
happyus@xpl or net . chourth youwill be asked to create an account before you can submit a comment
PAC Member Fifth, submit a comment that is carefully written and offers constructive feedback
Campbel | ford/ Sey moAnd finally, spread the word! We only have until the end of September to get comments in.
Gene Brahane
706530309 Y The government will publically release their final report detailing the consultation’s findings on
hel enbrahaney @g ma'l\}larcﬁglr,nZOlT
Hami |-Pamw | Bur nham >
90872263 - M !
bt ehan® arket @syh 2 Before You Harvest contact Agricorp!
Al nwilcl e Gal laghdr rlcorpﬁ- If you intend to harvest damaged or stressF:d grain corn as silage or green chop,
90875057 contact Agricorp so they can send out an insurance adjuster. They will contact
W.lyle.gallagher @ymail.ca you within 48 hours to arrange an inspection of the damage for claim purposes
and to explain how your coverage works. The sooner they inspect the crop and explain the options, the better.
Hopd an Sculthorpe . . . .
90378520 This allows time for you to assess the situation and make any necessary arrangements for your crop.
ian.sculthor pe @h o {haad/wweagrigorp.com/SiteCollectionDocuments/Pl-Featuresheet-
HarvestingDamagedOrStressed GrainCorn-en.pdf
Murr-deff Harrison
61-39-2606
jeff.harrisonFarms@plantpopioneer.com
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The OFA Farm Gate Challenge encourages OFA members to deco-

: —A
rate their farm gate while promoting OFA’s 80th anniversary. Create W
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? C Z '-brbéalytlﬁ&ﬁd?l dlsplay using any OFA items, snap a photo, com-
lete the CoRtest form and send it in. First place will be awarded $1,000, while second place receives

umber | a®§00cand third phce will receive $250.

Check out this link to get more details. www.ofa.on.ca/farmgatechallenge
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Northumberland Cattlemen

22st Annual Steer Show

Sun. Sept. 25th
At the Roseneath

Fair Grounds

T
§ 1l
'\ \(\\.H\»\'Hf
4y \-|, Wy NVWY W

Viewing at 9:30am
Judging at 10:00am
Auction to follow

Agrlculture
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Northumberland Farmers Inducted,tg:Walt-of Fame..

The Annual i nduction ceremo!?y wi | | take place Sept. 18 la t
Far mtown Park in Sterling, onoring Northumber!| and fgepe | S
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Check out their web site for all the latest

info and share the link with all of the edu-
cators in your world.

We are in reduced paper mode....

www.agscape.ca

Email for everyone

In an effort to save paper and cut n postage costs, you \/iI

be receiving your newsletter Vv |
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