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Message from the President Allan Carruthers 
With summer almost gone, yes 

where did the summer go!  The 

summer harvest has had its ups 

and downs with a lot of rain in 

June and a hot dry July a typical 

Canadian summer. Livestock 

producers have been able to put 

away some good quality hay 

and summer harvested grains in 

most cases been of good quali-

ty. The outlook for the fall har-

vested crop yields look bountiful 

and prices good. Recently Ste-

phen Harper has called for a fall 

election. An election campaign 

that will be long with lots of 

promises put forth to Canadian 

residents. Northumberland 

county federation of agriculture 

will be hosting some all candi-

dates meetings to hear our fed-

eral party members pitch their 

thoughts to our riding. Please 

stand by for dates and times in 

the upcoming weeks. As fall will 

be upon us so will the area fall 

fairs and agricultural events port 

hope farm fest on august 20th 

at the port hope fair grounds the 

hasting county farm show and 

plowing match, the outdoor farm 

show and the rural expo and 

plowing match in Finch in east-

ern Ontario.  Please try to at-

tend these events as they pro-

mote agriculture in Northumber-

land County and the province of 

Ontario. The July NFA meeting 

was hosted at the new county 

facility called the Ontario Agri 

Food Venture centre in Col-

borne on July 14 with our NFA 

members enjoying an opportuni-

ty to tour the facility and pro-

mote local food processing and 

packaging opportunities for our 

local food. Thanks go out to our 

county staff for being our tour 

guides and to Lisa Meekes and 

to Pat Johnson for their organiz-

ing of the event. A delicious 

meal was catered by Hayden 

Taylor as always. If you have 

any concerns with any rural 

issues in your neighborhood 

feel free to contact your town-

ship director Lisa or myself and 

we will try to address your con-

cerns and steer them in the right 

direction. Good luck with your 

rest of your and have a safe 

harvest.           

The improvement of rural internet service is vital if the agri-
culture sector is to remain competitive and viable.  A recent 
survey of its members by the OFA produced these results. 
 ·        OFA members consider high speed internet to be an 
essential service / essential infrastructure 
·        Farms and rural communities need good service to be 
competitive and to grow 
·        OFA `s interests are to secure viable high speed inter-
net as efficiently as possible. 
 Some survey outcomes: 
 94% of respondents indicated that access to the internet is 
important to their farm business with two-thirds of these in-
dicating that ñmy business would suffer without itò 
¶ Over 80% of respondents indicated that their internet 
connectivity needs will increase over the next 5 years 
¶ 82% of respondents believe that internet availability 
should be considered an óessential serviceô ï where govern-
ment has an obligation to ensure that Ontarians have access 

to an internet service. 
Over half of respondents indicated that they do not believe 
that there are enough internet service providers available in 
their area, and that their options are limited.  This means 
that competition is low, likely leading to higher rates, and less 
incentive to ISPs to increase connectivity options or speeds. 
·        More than 50% of respondents believed they would see 
better or more business opportunities with increased internet 
accessibility 
 The ability of Ontario's agricultural sector to rise to the 
Premierôs agri-food challenge is dependent on a fast, reliable, 
broadband internet to rural Ontario capable of supporting an 
ever increasing data load.  
 If you are speaking to your local politician or during the fed-
eral election campaign take the opportunity to emphasize to 
your politician how important dependable lo cost high speed 
internet is to the farming community. 
  
Bruce Buttar,  OFA director Zone 12 

Notes from  

Allan 

     Have a  

  safe  

  Harvest 
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NFA Directors 2015 
President 

Allan Carruthers ïHaldimand 
905-376-5049 

carruthersallan@gmail.com 
 

Past President 
Arlene DorlandðBrighton 

613-475-0891 
adorland@xplornet.ca 

 

Vice President 
Pat Johnston 
905-344-7845 

pat.johnston@xplornet.ca 
 

OFA Director 
Bruce Buttar 
905-342-2019 

happyus@xplornet.ca 
 

PAC Member  
Campbellford/Seymour 
Gene Brahaney 
705-653-1039 

helenbrahaney@gmail.com 
 

Hamilton ï Paul Burnham 
905-372-8263 

burnham.market@sympatico.ca 
 

Alnwick ï Lyle Gallagher 
905-375-7057 

W.lyle.gallagher@gmail.ca 
 

Cramahe - Carl Wilce 
905-344-7845 
cawilce@eagle.ca 

 

Hope - Ian Sculthorpe 
905-377-5520 

ian.sculthorpe@hotmail.com 
 

Murray - Jeff Harrison 
613-392-2606 

jeff.harrisonFarms@plantpioneer.com 
 

Directors at Large 
 

Terry Linton 705-924-2791 

terrylinton@hotmail.com 
 

Marvin McComb 905-344-7415 

mrshcrft@hotmail.com 
 

Jake Miedema 905-349-2690 

jmiedema@xplornet.ca 
 

Sid Atkinson 705-924-2145 

sid.atkinson@xplornet.com 
 

OFA Members Service Rep 
Jim Hair 1-888-471-2066 
Jim.hair@ofa.on.ca 

 

Northumberland County Rep 
Trissia Mellor, Ag Manager 

905-372-3329 ext 6492 
mellort@northumberlandcounty.ca 

 

Off-road vehicle (ORV) is a general term describing a 

range of vehicles not intended for on -road use. It 

includes several different vehicle types; all -terrain 

vehicles (ATVs), utility vehicles, off -road motorcy-

cles, dune buggies and amphibious vehicles. 

By manufacturersõ agreement, ATVs are off-road 

vehicles that;  

¶ have 4 wheels and the tires are in direct contact 

with the ground,  

¶ are steered by handlebars,  

¶ have a seat designed to be straddled by the 

driver, and  

¶ are not designed to carry a passenger.  

That means a John Deere Gator, Kawasaki Mule, etc. 

is an off -road vehicle, not an ATV. Likewise, golf 

carts, motorcycles, road building machines and am-

phibious vehicles with 6 or more wheels are not 

ATVs. Farm tractors and self-propelled implements of 

husbandry (e.g. combines, self -propelled sprayers, 

etc.)  are not  off -road vehicles.  

ORV use is governed by two provincial statutes; 

the Off-Road Vehicles Act and Highway Traffic Act  

section 191.8. In general, off -road vehicles (both 

ORVs and ATVs) cannot be operated on any public 

road. The exceptions are;  

1. farmers  operating an off -road vehicle on the  

traveled portion of 

most roads for 

òagricultural purpos-

esó, and 

2.  licensed trappers operating an off -road vehicle on 

the traveled portion of most roads for òtrapping pur-

posesó. 

Highway Traffic Act  allows ATVs on listed provincial 

highways, for recreational purposes. Municipalities 

can permit ATVs on their roads through a by -law. 

Nevertheless, farmers can operate an ATV or utility 

vehicle on the roads for òagricultural purposesó even 

if the road is not on the provincial list, or included in 

a municipal by -law.  

Farmers, operating an ATV/ORV on the road, for 

òagricultural purposesó must ensure that; 

¶ the vehicle is insured under an auto policy; driv-

er must carry proof of insurance,  

¶ the vehicle is registered,  i.e.  has an ORV plate, 

¶ the driver is licensed (minimum G2 or M2); the 

driver must carry their Driverõs License 

¶ the driver must driver wear an approved hel-

met, and  

¶ a SMV sign is on the rear of the vehicle, or on 

the rear of any towed implement or trailer.  

For further information contact your local OFA 

Policy Advisory Council report by Gene Brahaney  
The last Policy Advisory Committee meeting in Guelph 
was well attended.  There was a lot of discussion concern-
ing the issue of the province introducing new regulations 
regarding spraying and the use of treated corn & soybean 
seeds.  This legislation seems to have divided the bee keep-
er farmers and grain farmers as well as OFA and National 
Farmers Union.  If this was the provincial game plan I 
believe it succeeded.  At the end of the day we must recog-
nise the government has a majority and can do as they 
please. 
Other issues discussed:  
Peter Jeffrey addressed trails strategy 

Farm sustainability Plan by David Armitage 
PATRIC ï Precision Agri Food Research Innovation for 
commercial business 
OFA strongly promotes interacting with all political 
parties in the Federal Election this fall.  Items to be 
addressed are the risk management program, infrastruc-
ture support and ag research.   
Next meeting will be in conjunction with the fall region-
al meetings.  
Questions or concerns contact Gene:   
email:helenbrahaney@gmail.com 

Farm ATV/Off Road Vehicle Use (2014) 

Barn Cat Adoption Program  
3ÈÅÌÔÅÒ ÏÆ (ÏÐÅ !ÎÉÍÁÌ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ɉ3/(Ɋ ÉÓ ÉÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔÉÎÇ Á "ÁÒÎ #ÁÔ 

!ÄÏÐÔÉÏÎ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÁÄÏÐÔÉÏÎ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÃÁÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ 

ÎÏÔ ȰÐÅÔÓȱ ɀ ÃÁÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ ÌÅÓÓ ÓÏÃÉÁÌÉÚÅÄȟ ÓÅÍÉ-ȤÆÅÒÁÌ ÏÒ ÆÅÒÁÌȢ 0ÒÉÏÒ ÔÏ 

ÁÄÏÐÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÌÌ ÃÁÔÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÓÐÁÙÅÄȾÎÅÕÔÅÒÅÄȟ ÄÅ×ÏÒÍÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÖÁÃÃÉÎÁÔÅÄȢ 

4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÎÏ ÆÅÅ ÆÏÒ ÁÄÏÐÔÉÎÇ ÂÁÒÎ ÃÁÔÓ ÂÕÔ Á ÄÏÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ 

ÈÅÌÐ ÃÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÍÅÄÉÃÁÌ ÔÒÅÁÔÍÅÎÔȢ  &ÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎÆÏ ÇÏ ÔÏ ȡ 

×××ȢÓÈÅÌÔÅÒÏПÈÏÐÅȢÃÁȾÎÅ×Ó-ÒÅÌÅÁÓÅ-ÂÁÒÎ-ÃÁÔ-ÁÄÏÐÔÉÏÎ-ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ-

ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÅÄ-ÁÔ-ÓÈÅÌÔÅÒ-ÏÆ-ÈÏÐÅȾ 

http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/statutes/english/elaws_statutes_90o04_e.htm
http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/statutes/english/elaws_statutes_90h08_e.htm
http://www.shelterofhope.ca/news-release-barn-cat-adoption-program-initiated-at-shelter-of-hope/
http://www.shelterofhope.ca/news-release-barn-cat-adoption-program-initiated-at-shelter-of-hope/
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Going digital……….. Email anyone? 
In an effort to save paper and cut down on postage costs, you will be receiving your newsletter via 
email if you have registered that contact information with the OFA.  Please take a moment to send 
me an email that you are okay receiving the newsletter via email and I will take you off the mailing 
list for this newsletter publication.  Lets all do our part.  Lisa Meekes nfa.lisam@gmail.com 

Northumberland Cattlemen  
21st Annual Steer Show 

Sun. Sept. 27th 
At the Roseneath  

Fair Grounds 
Viewing at 9:30am  
Judging at 10:30am  
Auction to follow 

 
We hope to see you all there. 

Thank you for your past and continued support. 

Election Day is  
        October 19, 2015 

Our riding boundaries have changed.  Below is a map to show the previ-
ous (black) and currant( purple) boundaries.  For a more detailed version 
go to:  

www.redecoupage-federal-redistribution.ca/map/pwt/pwt.html?lang=e& 

Ways to Vote 
Away from home or busy on election day?  
Ready to vote early?  You choose the way you want to vote. 

Vote on election day ï Monday, October 19 

Polls are open for 12 hours. 
If you're registered, you will get a voter information card by mail. 
It tells you when and where to vote. You should receive it by Oc-
tober 1. 

Vote on advance voting days 

There are four advance voting days. Polls are open from noon to 
8:00 p.m. 
Friday, October 9 
Saturday, October 10 
Sunday, October 11 
Monday, October 12 
Your voter information card tells you the address of your ad-
vance polling place. 

Vote at one of 400 Elections Canada offices 

If you find it more convenient, you can vote at any Elections 
Canada office across Canada. 
Visit the office before the deadline of Tuesday, October 13. Offic-
es are open Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Bring your 
proof of identity and address. 
When you vote at an Elections Canada office, you use a special 
ballot voting kit  

Vote by mail 

If you will be travelling outside your riding, or if you find it more 
convenient, you can vote by mail. Apply as soon as possible, to 
allow time for your voting kit to reach you and for your marked 
ballot to reach Elections Canada by election day. 

For more details go to: www.elections.ca/content2.aspx?
section=vote&document=index&lang=e 

Trent Hills Farmers Inducted to Wall of Fame 
The 10th Annual induction ceremony will take place Sept. 20  at 

Farmtown Park in Sterling, honoring Trent Hills farmers Gene 

& Helen Brahaney and Lew Dunk.  The $8 admission starting 

at 2:00pm includes a museum tour and refreshments.  This years 

inductees will push the total number of people who have been 

honoured with a spot on the Wall of Fame to in excess of 60 

people.  The Quinte Agricultural Wall of Fame ceremony usual-

ly draws between 150 and 200 people.   

http://www.redecoupage-federal-redistribution.ca/map/pwt/pwt.html?lang=e&
http://www.elections.ca/content2.aspx?section=vote&document=index&lang=e
http://www.elections.ca/content2.aspx?section=vote&document=index&lang=e


Save the date! 

The NFA Annual Banquet  

Will be held on Friday, October 23, 2015 @ 7pm 

Dinner will be at the “Gathering Place” in St.Paul’s United Church hall, 
side entrance on Centre St. in Warkworth.  Cost is $12.50 per person.   

Lori Caughey who recently travelled to Chile & Argentina with the AALP  

program, will be doing a presentation of her experiences.  Please contact 
your local director to get your tickets so we can have an  

accurate count for food preparation. See you there. 

                            Lisa 
Contact: Lisa Meekes 

Secretary-Treasurer/Newsletter Editor 
1246 Dingman Rd 

Castleton, ON 
K0K1M0 

Phone: 905-344-7419 
E-mail: nfa.lisam@gmail.com 

NORTHUMBERLAND  
FEDERATION  OF 
AGRICULTURE  

Gadgets 
Digital resource that you  

may find useful. 
 
  
Is a powerful 
and flexible 

GPS-enabled field scouting app 
available for both Android and iPad 
tablets. 

¶ Improved scouting efficiency - 
no more paper forms and 
clipboards 

¶ Precise mapping - easily 
generate a live GPS map or 
upload a map image 

¶ Accurate record keeping - 
create GPS pin drops and 
attach observations and images 

¶ Real time reporting - detailed 
scouting report emailed in PDF 
format right from the field 

www.scoutdoc.com/ 

Weõre on the web 

www.ofa.on.ca/about/

county -federation -sites/

northumberland.aspx  

NFA 

Confused about what the new rules governing neonicotinoid-treated corn and soybean seed means for 
seed orders this fall? Youôre not the only one ð the Ontario government is hosting information sessions 
and webinars but several questions and plenty of confusion swirl about what paperwork you must do to 
access neonic-treated seed.  

Farmers should be aware that while this process and paperwork is a must for this fallôs seed ordering 
and 2016 planting, the process will change yet again in the fall of 2016.  

 

2015 - to prepare for the 2016 growing season 
Beginning fall 2015 - Mandatory Integrated Pest Management (IPM) training will be available for 
FREE until September 2016. 
Written Declaration will be needed by growers to purchase and use Neonicotinoid Insecticide 
(NNI) treated seed for the 2016 growing season of up to 50% of total area to be planted with grain 
corn and 50% of total area to be planted with soybeans (calculated for each agricultural business 
operation). 
¶ To exceed these limits, a soil inspection pest assessment report will need to be completed. For 

the 2016 growing season, growers can complete their own pest assessment. 
 

2016 - to prepare for the 2017 growing season 
Throughout 2016: IPM training continues for free until September 2016 if growers intend to plant 
NNI treated corn or soybean seed after August 31, 2016. 
Growers will be required to 1) provide their IPM training number to their seed vendors, 2) com-
plete a written declaration that IPM principles have been considered and 3) complete a pest assess-
ment in either the form of: 
¶ soil inspection pest assessment report which must be completed by an IPM-trained grower or 

professional pest advisor or 
¶ crop inspection pest assessment report to be completed by a professional pest advisor. 
 

To be Done Every Year by Growers 
Follow the Pest Assessment Guideline for all required pest assessments and requirements for pre-

paring reports. 
¶ Consider IPM strategies to decrease the risk of early season insect damage. Growers will be 

required to verify that they have considered IPM strategies when they order NNI-treated seed. 
¶ When planting NNI-treated seed, read and follow all instructions set out on the seed tag. 
¶ Growers will be required to maintain current records when they order and plant treated seed 

and retain records for at least two years. 
 

Check out these web sites for more info and for copies of forms. 

www.realagriculture.com/2015/08/corn-school-4-options-for-ordering-treated-seed-this-fall/  

www.ontario.ca/environment-and-energy/neonicotinoid-regulations-growers 

Neonicontinoid Rules—What you need to know 

http://www.scoutdoc.com/
http://www.ofa.on.ca/about/county-federation-sites/northumberland.aspx
http://www.ofa.on.ca/about/county-federation-sites/northumberland.aspx
http://www.ofa.on.ca/about/county-federation-sites/northumberland.aspx
https://www.realagriculture.com/2015/08/corn-school-4-options-for-ordering-treated-seed-this-fall/
https://www.ontario.ca/environment-and-energy/neonicotinoid-regulations-growers

